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THESIS ABSTRACT
Stetement of the problem. It wes the purpose of thls
study to examine the guidance and personael progxan.qf Wingate
Colloge and to determine to what extent that progrom wae
successful in the diagncsis eand subseguent correction of

underachievement among superior students in attendance theres

dethods and procedures smploved in zathering the data.
The data were collected from the students' files eontaining

thelr persoual records in the office of the Director of
Student Affalrs apnd Guidanse, from these files contalning
their acadenle records in the office of the Registrar, and
from consultation with members of the college stafl respon-
sible for sueh records,

The test and re-test scores on the Otls Culek-Scoring
Mentel ,bility Test, Gamma FM of the 279 regular, or full-time,
sophomore studonts were usod as @ buéis for dividing the
group and ascertaining which of the students could be used
for tho‘study. Two groups of twenty cach were s&loctad for
thelir uéhiovement or undercchievement. These twe groups
were used for comperison in the areas of measured ability,
persconallity factors, interests, =nd in individuel differences.

The special, part-time and night school studeants
were sxeluded from the study,

Scores on the swmericsn Couneil con Sducation Psycho~-

logical Test for College Freshmen, designed for the purpose
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of measuring aptitude for college study, were used to deter-
mine what reasonable success could be expected of thease
students.

Other materiels used were the scores on the California
Test of Personality, Foma AA; Xuder Preference Record,
Vocatioal, Form CH; Sequentiel Tests of HRducational Progress;
personal information sheets; recorded grades, and any other
information found in the folders of those students which the
investigator felt would be helpful in making u more repre=

sentetive report.

Summery of the findingss The combined data assenbled
in the study by the investigutor reveecled that there has

been identification of underachievsrs at Wingate College, who
have been recognized and diagnoced e@s such through the gulde
anee program; and that those underachlevers hove been coune
seled in an effort to help theu resch thelr potentials,
However, there hes been wide variation 1in the employment of
the varlious counseling nervices offered Ly Wingate College
to the students by those responsible for thelr guidance.

The records revealed rifty-one of Lhe studeats to
be superior, based on Intelligence Cuoticats of 120 or more
found on the Otis . uick-Scoring Mental Abillty Test, Gamma FM,
A scetter dlagram of these Intelligence Cuotients and the

grade point averages revealed twenty of the superior students



to be underachievers; the remainder of the students were
considered achievers, Overachievers were not considered
in the study. ~

The twenty underachievers were compared with twenty
ef the achievers in Intelligence Cuotient, scores on the
achievement tests, grede polint averages, other test per-
ecentile ranks and personsl informaticn gathered from the
files of the individuel students.

In this study, it was reveuled that LO per cent of
the students clessified ag underachievers were encoursged
sufficisutly through the guidance program to ralise their
grade point average in the sophomore year over that of the
freshman year., No laprovement was made by 5 per cent of the
students, Fifty-rive per cent of the studemts actually
schieved on & level in the sophomore year lower than that
of the ffoahman year,

This would indlcate that the use of the guldance
methods in this srea of underschilevement has been limited
and therefore, only moderutely successful, In the light
of this conelusicn, reconmendations were made by the investi-
gator for the consideration of the college administration
and faculty. These recomuendations are:

lse A study committee composed of five carefully

selected members of the faculty and administration should



A
be designated feor the purposes of (a) formulating an adequate
end workable phllosophy of the guldance program in terms of
underachievenent among superior students, (b) interpreting
that philosophy to the faculty ia order t¢ insure fullest
cooperation, (e¢) evaluating the tools and techniques to be
used in the guildance of the underachievers, and (d) making
recoumendations as the need arises,

2¢ A study should be made of the freshman students
by the guldance departmzent at the ené of the first quarter
of work to determine which of the students can be considered
superior and which of the superior students can be clessified
as underachievers,

3. These students should be re-assigned to advisors
especlally gualified, who would consider each case and make
case studies for diagnostie purposes, utilizing all the
tools and techniques availoble,

Le These special advisors should work eclosely with
the director of guidance services for the college in individe
ual conferences with those underachievers among superior
students for the purpose of determining causes of the undere
achievement and proposing a possible plan for its correction.

5« At the end of the schovl year, preferably at the
final faculty meeting, an evaluaticn of the committee's
work should be presented for discussion and proposals for the

futures
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CHAPTIR I
INTRODUCTION

Due to forces both within anéd without educatic.al
circles, special emphasis during the last few years has
been on the various attempts of educational institutions
to ldentify the student of superlor ability and to help
that student to reach his potential, This has been a felt
need, not only for the individuanl's enhancement through
the personsl satisfaction of accomplishment but also for
the betterment of the human race and, more recently, for
its aectusl survival in this ever-changing world, The
frentic frustration of the American publie when confronted
with the possibility of taking second place to Russia in
scientific accomplishment has given a boost to theories
long held by leading educators that nationsl talent must
not be wasted through inadequate identification of the
acadenically talented,*

Assistance for the student can be mesningful only
when the individual's potential is first examined and
recognized for its specisl cualities, and then interpreted

lionn M. Stalnaker, "Methods of Identification--the
Complexity of the Problem," entificatic asd peatio
a

of the scademica Talented *éﬁnf iﬁ th Zﬁ n §§oon!-
5%1 i 3} Conference Rsport, re ru&rr,’I%B B ames Re
nant, irmen. (Veshington, D, C., Natlo al Education

Association, 1958) p. 18,



to the student.® Tragic is the plight of that student who
has the ability but does not have the confidence, motivation
or will %o reach his level of achlevement; more tragic is the
educaticnal institution that does not exhibit and utilize
its ability to dlagnose such & situation and attempt through
every means available %o do something about its

VMost sducators feel that the logieal and most practical
place for interpretetion and ldentification in the ocllege
progrum is in the Fersomnnel and Guidance Department. Paul
Witty hes saild, "Ouidance, in the broedest and decpest seanse
of the term, is essentlial for adequate development of the
academically talented student, "’

It is in sgreement with this understanding of the
purposes of the guidance progream that the following study

was made,

I. THE PROBLIM

Sbotement of Lhe problem. It is the purpose of this
study to examine the guldance and personnel program of

“Ibid., Dpe 24e

Jpeul Witty, "Guiding the Education of the Academ=
1oally Taluated Pupil in American aaoondary 8chooll, §§i
i e 8 . SAlen I3}

erence oport,

- ¥, S (*aahiﬂst‘mo
D. Cey Nattonnl Education Aasoeiltlnn. 1958) pe 63e
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Wingate Uollege and to determine to what exteant thet program
is successful in the diegnosis and subsequent correctioa of

underachievement among superior students ia attendance there,

Inportance of the study, It 1s felt that the create

est resource avalleble to man ig the undeveloped potential
of the human mind, If & democratic soclety is to eontinue
in existence, there must be an intellectual ewakenlng and an
additional impetus given to the increasing achlevements of
man through hie own creative and leadership ebilities.* It
is believed that the student inm his first or second year of
higher cducation beging to identify himself with adult
gsoclety and his responsibility in it. It is further believed
that 1f the situation of the underachiever ocan be recognized,
the cauges determined, and &« recommended procedure for cor-
rection be agcomplished during these first two years of
eollege, perhaps the educational instituticn of higher
learning will have reached & level of maturity never before
attalned, |

Wingate College has always been proud of its sound
educational program which has emphasized the value of the
agcomplishment of the individual., A prevailing desire to
conglstently improve ond expand its program to fit the
individual needs of the student as well as the collective

“Stalﬂﬂkﬂ!. LD m., Pe20s
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needs of the entire studeat vody hus proupted the administras
tion of Wingate College to approve this study,

ITJ. DEFINITION OF TERMS USED

Guidence metiolse. The term guidance methods is inter-
preted as meanling any conseiously underiaken activities, or
use of auy tools and technlques on an individusl or group
level whieh influence ¢ student 1n making plans for his
future, and which afford those responsible for his guidance
insight inte the nature of the individusl, facllitating
their efforts tc help him formulete those plans. BSuccess of
scme of these activities must be measured in the intangibles,
such ag influence snd inspiration; success of most of them,
however, can be measured in tsnglbles, such as the test
batteries, personal and scademic records, case studies, and
other devices used in individual cases for specific dlagnosis
and correction, These cre the activities to be examined for

thelr worthy contributions to the total program,

Messured ability., Meagured ability refers to the
scored ability of the student found on proven tests whlieh

have been glven consistently to Wingate College students.

Underschievenant. Underschlevement is the term used
to identify the level atialned by the student in academie



work which 18 considered to be below the level of his
messured abllity exhibited through the testing progrem at
i iagato{ College.

Aebievement. Aohievement is the term used to iden-
tify the level atteined by the student in ac demiec work
which is consideyed to be more nearly related to his
meusgured ability exhibited through the testing progrem at
Wingate College.

Superior students. The term superior students in
this study refers to those students who, through measured

abllity, heve indicated an Intelligence (uotient of 120
or higher, based on the secores of the Otis cuick-icoring
ifental Ability Test, Gauma FMN,

IiI, MATERIALS USED AND GROUP STUDIED

The test and re-test scores on the Otls (uick-tcoring
Mentel Ability Test, Guuma ¥ found in the files of the 279
regular, or full-time, sophomore students were used as a
basles for dividing the group and sgscertain ng which of the
students could be used for the study. Two groups of tweanty
each were selected Tor their achievement or underschievement,
These two groups were used for comparison in the areas of

personality factors, interests and individual differences,
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The special, portetime and night school students were
exeluded from the study.

Seores on the imerican Council on Hducation Psycho=-
logieal Test for College Freshmen, designed for the purpose
of meusuring aptitude for college study, were used to deter-
mine what reasonable success could be expected of these
students,

Other materials used were the scores on the California
Test of Persecality, Form A); Kuder Preference Record,
vacatgonal, Form CH; Seguential Tests of Hducational Progress;
peraoﬁal information sheets; recorded grades, and any other
information found in the folders of those students which the
investigator felt would be helpful in meking & more repre=-
sentative report.

Consultetion with persons responsible for these
records and their interpretations were held and any informae-

tion pertinent to the study was taken into consideration.
IV, CORGANIZATION OF INFORMATION

The information was collected from the students' files
containing thelir personzl records in the office of the
Director of Gtudent Affairs and Guidanece, from those flles
containing thelir scadomie records in the office of the
Registrar, and from consultation with members of the college

staff responsidble for such records.
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This information was examined first for the purpose

of ascerteining which of these students were to be considered
superior,

The students selected were then coded and tables were
set up compiling thelr cless interval and frequeney in
Intelligence “uotient,

Grade point averages of the superior students were
tabulated and the percentages recorded for each range.

A seatter diagram of the grade polnt averages amd
the class intervals of Intelligence ‘uotient aided in the
selection of underachievers among the superior students
who were to be used In the study for comparison with a like
number of superior students who were classified achievers.

Intelligenee “uotient ranks of the students selected
for the study were tabulated and the frequencies of the
achievers and underachievers were recorded.

Percentile ranks of both achievers and underachievers
on the American Couneil on Education Psychologieal Test for
College Freshmen were tabulated, and the frequencies with
their percentages were recorded,

Other devices used for diagnosis were the results of
the California Test of Personality; the Kuder Preference
Record, Vecational, Form CH; and any personal information
referring to a history of personal or family mental illness,



e physical disability, or any esotional disturbances which
might affect achievement,

Comparisons were also made of the Sequentiel Tests of
Educational Progress ranks with the grade point averages of

superior students classified as underachlevers and achlevers.
Ve LIMITATIONS OF TH& STUDY

In & study of this kind, where the investigator uses
recorded date almost sxclusively instead of personal inter-
views with those investigated, there is a large margin of
error, However, it 1ls the purpose of this study to examine
the guldance methods now used at Wingate College and to
determine to what extent they are meeting the challenge of
modern education with respeet to the superlor students in
attendance there.

Due to the varied concepts of the guldance program
held by members of the administration and faculty, as inter-
preted by the investigator, & study of the program would be
more dirtiéult if that study were attempted on a basis other
than that of personal and acedemle records. Furthermore,
since the records of thewse students have formed & sound
besis for recommendation for elther further college education
cor for ovecupations, it is felt that this is probably the
logical and most.practionl method of arriving at some sort of

ooncluﬁion ags to the worth of the methods used in this area,



CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE

OUne of the great challenges of education in Ameriea
today is the recognition of the fact that the effectiveness
of Amerlean citizenry, as it attemptes to operate in the
framework of Democracy, depends on the abllity of each of
its components to measure up to full capacity in his funection
as a eltizon.l

It has been long established thet the ultimate aim
of the educational process ls maximum growth and development
for all poraono.z If men were as machines, the problem of
education would be one of automation in converting the raw
material inte the finished product; but education must, of
necessity, continue its application of love, understanding,
appreciation and dedicated diligence in order to convert
its raw materials of human capesbilities into acceptable,

funetionally mature and useful human prodnctn.3

lponeld Russell, "A Plea to Beam In the Underachiever,”
Hlgh Sohool Journsl, 42166, December 1958.

2Hellle MeCaslin, "A Critiecel Look at Group Dynamies,”
School and Soelety, 42:169, November 26, 1955,

33“5011, ope eite, pe 67,
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Literature on achlevement and unlerachievement. The

problem of the student whe has the ablility but does not
demonstrate this ability to succeed in academic work is
confronted constantly by counselors, teachers, and adminis-
trators. The demands of modern education are such that it
becomes of imperative ilmportance to those perscns responsible
for the guldance of student personnel that the acedemically
talented student be identified in order to be able to help
hime

An adeguate definition is necessary for the proper

identificetion of the underachiever, INveryone is, in a
sense, an underachiever in that he fails to realize his

full potentialities, yieldling to the frailties of softness,
apathy to verying types of motivation, and showing emotional
discordance.*

Combining deep concern with a bit of humor, Russell

has this to say:

In & very genercl sense, the underachiever is the
person who performs markedly below his ecapacities to
learn, to make spplications of learning, and to come-
plete tasks., Speaking figuratively, he is a person
who sits on hisg potential, resisting various motivae
tional procedures to get him off his potential, and

possibly ncading an adroitly ¢irected kick in that
same potential,

"Rm‘ll. OD» mo, pe 66,
°Ibid.
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According to ¥Froehlich, students underachieve for
widely different reasons. There ls the student whose
entagonistic behavior creates a2 personality clash with most
of his teachers who might unconsciously mark him down.
There is snother type of student who works long hours out=-
side of school to help the family finances. And there 1s
always the student who lacks reading skills, or arithmetle
fundamentals, or English skills for certain of his subjects.
The lazy student renks high on the teacher's list of under-
aghlevers. Then there is the student who has a better~than~
average ability, but seems to underachleve because he does
not find classroom work imspiring, due either to uaninspiring
methods of the teacher or because of his own driving interest
in other things, And of great concern to all good teachers
is the student who underachieves because he is emotlonally
confused or upset.6

It is significant to remember that students do not
deliberately underachieve without real cause, but rather
they are caught up in and engulfed by & tidal wave of
definite factors relative to his state, Children are not
inherently lazy, indifferent, or antagonistic to life

S¢1irrord P. Froshlich and John G, Darley, Studying
%&g%*gﬁg (Chicago: Science Research Associates, Inc.,
s DPe 20682069,
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situationss Unless burdened with abnormelities, either
physical or mentel, they view each new situation with an
adventurous spirit, Laziness, indifference or antagonism
in children and young people is usually provoked by eertain
aspeets of school and school life, home and home life, or
comunity 11:«.7

MacLean says that an underachiever 1is one whose
grades are well below those sxpected of cne of his measured
ability. If he has exhibited the abllity and does not reach
higher than a "C" or "D" on teacher grades, he is branded an
underachiever and, as such, becomes a matter of concern to
all who work with him: teacher, counselor, parents and
soclety in ganoral.s

Sensitive teachers who are acutely awore of the fact
that they have underachievers and that they do have problems
do not always know how to search cut the underlying sources
of these problems. It iz in thils area that the counselor
ean be of greatest assistance to the teacher because of the
specialized techniques at his command and more time in which

to employ tham.9

7?“.9011. DD mo. Pe 68,

8\mlcolm S, MacLean, "What and Why of Uaderachievement,”
figh School Journal, 42:69, December, 1958,

9¥roehlich, 9. Site, e 270.
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Literature on measured ability and prediction of
suceess in gollege. The 1920's marked the time when the
science of mental test and measurement came into its own.
Heretofore the progress had been very slow due to a lack
of effective and asdequate analysis of the data.lo

Strang says that intelligence tests, properly
administered, show how & mind works under certain standard
conditions, This is of definite help in the diagnosis of
low college achievement of superior studonts.ll

Acourate though they mey be in the aresas used for
measurement, teste do not always show & student's promise
in other filelds, A student's strongest intellectual powers
may be latent, due either to a lack of opportunity or to
emotional difficulty.

The measurement of these individual differences
should be regarded as symbolie rather than clearly defini-

tivo.lz

Crawford says, "The Intelligence “uotient designates
brightness rather than essential scope of knowledge; capacity

for intellectual progress rather than final atteinment, "3

1041bert Beecher Crawford, ;gzgﬁgg§$g§§§§éf§gf§Aoﬁ&c!gr
ent: A Su of Aptitude Test or atio ew
aven: Yal ﬁ o« af?y Press, IstTT De &.

ale Univer

llgyth Strang un Technics go;;efs a
Secondary Sehool (No& ork: Harper an others, hy%% Pe 22,

lzcranor‘. Oop. Mo. Pe 1l.
131pid., pe 8
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Results of intelligence tests seem to be related to
college success apart from courses teken previously, acocorde
ing to Davis.lk In one study made, it was found that students
who had had four years of Latin preparatory to college dld
no better than students of egual intelligence who had had
no Latin previously.

The part intelligence plays in probable success in

college should be considered by the guldance leader advising
studente caming for helps If it is used by itself, the
informeticn may lead to wrong conelusione; but it, when used
in conjunction with a well-rounded stock of detalls about
the advisee, is an important oonsideration.ls
Heeognition of gignificanmt or individusl veriations
and their practical use for guldance and counseling purposes

is essential in interpreting tests of any k1n6.16

Literature on identification and gorrection of
underachievement. In the identification of the underechiever,
dlserepancies between measured academie intelligence and
performance in terms of gredes is the simplest. There are

a variety of other factors, according to MacLean, that have

lhprank 8. Davie, Editor Egs;; pegg%a
(Seranton: Intarnational Testbso ompany , )s Pe .

151v1d., pe 65

16

Crawford, Gpe m.. De 5
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a dramatic if undesirable effect upon student achilevement

they are related directly to the pupil's physical and

psychie energy levels, These are malnutrition, poor sleep

hablts, emoticnal distress relative to sexual maturlty and

dlseases ranging all the way from colds and viruses to

diabetes and heart oondltion.17

The interests of a student play a large part in the

identification of the underachiever., Naclean states that:

Research over a forty-year period by E. K. Strong,
M, B, Hahn, J., G, Darley, Frederick Kuder ani their
assoclates and students has established beyond cavil
that (1) interests are becoming patterned and canalized
in high schonl years and change very iittle during the
rest of life; (<) interests have a low correlation with
abilities; (3) when interest and ability are both high,
achievement and satisfection with echievement are
almost certain; (4) interests whiech are lacking or low
in intensity can rarely, if ever, be developed by
foreing, demanding, or punishing. It is clear that an
essential element in the identification of th1 undere-
achiever is the meesurement of hls interests,t®

The values a student has established through home,

chureh, school and society undergird his behavior, lmpelling

him to achieve, underachieve, or even in some cases to

overachieve.

Students pour their energles into thet which they

value most, Some are bent upon a search for truth through

”bmoLoan » loc. git.

181p1d, p. 70.
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science or mathematics; some have & fine passion for art or
music, belleving that beauty is truth; others concentrate on
practical matters of money and waterials; still others foocus
their energies on warm human relations in social service.

The pressures of outside interests influence the
underachiever, The frequent complaint of over-scheduling
needs to be examined in the light of the limits to the
student's time and energles, and & more judicious cholece of
extracurricular zetivitiss be onnouragod.19

In handling the problem of underachievement, the
logical place for the use and interpretation of data is the
guidance and counseling department, OStudent perscmnel work
has grown fyrom small beginnings to a place of Ilmportance in
the educational program of American colleges and universities.
Trained personnel now in many situvations devote all of thelr
time to helping students with their problems, whether they be
ascadenio, aocidl or otherwise.

The philosophy of student personnel work emphasizes
the necessary responsibllity of the institution to consider

the development of Lhe student as & whole poraon.zo Through

19%0rbert &, Koopman, "Some Causes of Underachieve~-
ment, " m Senool Jouraal, 42:71e

Oelen D, Br?gaouianﬂ other1 ati ggggiglggg
of 0 e 3% a t American conne on ucation Series
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proper guidance, students must be made aware of their needs,
They should be made aware of the common causes of low
achievement which, according to Johnson, are lack of ability,
lack of opportunity, attitude and basie psychological
problema.Zl

There are common problems which eazn be handled in
groups, but many of them must be handled individually.
Group partieipation in multiple counseling has been helpful
in dissolving egotistical attitudes in favor of more
altruistic anos.22

Group participation in orientation or advisory
situations is helpful in correcting misconceptions among
young people. When they learn that Job opportunities and
promotions are dependent sometimes upon factors unrelated
to academie achievement, they may adopt the "what's the use?"
attitude, Or perhaps the prospect of military duty or the
staggering anxiety about world annihilation tend to discour-
age or postpone achievement.

Our econcmice way of life with its deplorable emphasis

upon possessions, convenlences and pleasures may help the

21
G. Crville Johnson, "The Problem of the Low /ichiever,"”
High Sghool Journel, 42:73, December 1958,
22pglen Driver go§§§0;153 and Leaig;ng Through the
§gg%; Grou %%ggggg;gég : son, Visconsin: lonona ~F§I¥
4] ’ p. 24-

ations, 5
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student to abandon formal education in order toc earn the
money necessary to obtain them.

Ag a student becomes aware of corruption in govern-
ment and & lack of statesman~like leadership, he may feel
thet he c¢an probably buy his way through life or that success
depends upon knowing the "right” pooplc.23

Counseling is & gradual process. In helping the
student to understend himself, great patience must be exer~
cised, along with judicious use of all of the guidance
methods available to the counselor, In addition to the
group methods used 1n the orientation 2nd advisory programs,
there must follow the individual counseling which 1s & natural
outgrowth of the group situation. The interview, the suto-
blography end the projective technigues all join with the
group methods in helping the counselor to gain insight into
the nature of the individual needing oounscl.zk

The soclution to these problems reqguires a philosophy
of providing equal opportunities rather than identical ones
for all children 2nd a2 knowledge of the factors that cause
low achievement, In &n idesul situation, the curriculum is
evalusted in terms of needs, characteristics and potential

of each ohildozs

23koopman, op. git., PP. 88=90.
2hstreng, op. eit., Ppe 16-149
25Johnlon, loec. cit.
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Literature on methods used in similar institutions.
The identification, causes and possible means of correcting
underachievement among college students does not differ
bagically from underachievement smong other groups.

Sereening devices, however, have enabled colleges to
be more selective in their personnel, and careful guldance
after enrollment has helped in the dlagnosis of such under-
achievement ag well &8s in the correction of it.

A few decades ago there was nothing for the college
student but "liberal arts.” Herliest guidance in colleges
wag for women since they were taking their places 1in the
working world formerly occupieé solely by men,

Work of the guldance program in the junior colleges
as well as the senior colleges has been largely voeational.
In 1926, the functions of the college personnel work were
selection and matriculation of students, personnel service,
curriculum and teachlng, research aznd coordination of
various agencies concerned with work with indlvidu&la.26

There is certeinly no one best program, In small
colleges, there is less formality about the program due to

the close relationship between students and racnlty.27

26 a
John R. Emerest and others, Student Eg:ﬁggﬂ%%
éﬁizgggg, (washington: Subcommitt-e of éomm!t ee on Studies
and Standards of the American /Assocliatiocn of Colleges for
Teacher Eduecation, 1949), p. 23.

27%0“. Pe 37.
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There is recognition in colleges thet the American
college student of today is different from the student of
yesterday., Student personnel services no longer are conside-
ered extra, but they are a definite part of the student's
total cmmmm'.ion.28

In 1948, Bookman made a survey of small colleges in
which he listed tests administered in the guldance program.
Mpst frecuently used were the Ameriean Council on Education
Psychological Test for Freshmen, reading and English tests,
and personality tests., These were used extensively in the
orientetion programs of the coclleges in the study.29

In 1958, Raines made @ study of the tools and tech~-
niques used by small schools in the South for the purpose
of dlagnosing the emotionally disturbed, She found that
the smaller schools employed more extensive use of tocls
and techniques for freshman students. The study indicated
that of twenty-four schools having enrollments of 650 or
less that in addition to personal data questionnaire, auto-
blography and personal inventory that personal interviews
were reguired of all freshmen, conducted by the personnel

staff of the guidance department in each schoecl. It was

2
®Intd., pe 24

29191d.. Pe 70,
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also found that smaller schools went lfurther than this by

writing cuse studies for students in need of speclal holp.Bo

Summery. In investigating the area of underachieve-
ment, it wes coneluded that there is no level of intellectual
ability that is without its share of underschievers. 7The
level of the gifted ehild, however, is the most fertile
ground in which underachievement cen and usually does develop.

The literature was in sgresment that a further look
must be taken at the complexities of 1life in work snd play at
home, in scheol, and in the cultures In which students grow,
The hourly demends upen students is ksleldoscopic, and the
guidance programs of colleges must feee up to the needs of
these students 1ln order to help them reach their potentials.

Survey of the literature reveals that there is agree-
ment as to the necessity of identification of the academically
talented student who is not achieving at an acceptable level.
dore and more collezes are becoming aware of their responsi-
bilities with respect to their superior students, and they
are employing all of the methods of thelr guldance departe
ments, in varying degree, in sttempts to correct the known

underachievement among these superior students.

30petty Lou Raines, ™A Survey of the Tools and Teche
niques Used by Colleges and Universities of the Southeran
Region to Identify the Emotionally Handieapped Students"™
{unpublished Master's thesis, Appalachian State Teachers
College, 1949), pe 93.



CHAPTER III
ANALYSIS OF METHODS USED AND RESULTS

The methods used for identification, a study of the
possible causes, and the guidance methods for encouraging
correction of underachievement among superior students were
examined and the degree of their success, shown through

improvement or leck of it, were evaluated,
I, METHODS USED FOR IDENTIFICATION

Within the limits of the study it was recognized
that identification of the superior students among the
gsophomores was a primery factor by which the value of the
study could be determined,

The Intelligence ‘uotients on the Otis ‘Quick=-Scoring
Mentael Ability Test, Gauma FM were plotted and it was found
that in the sophomore group of 279 students 51 or 12 per
cent were in the superior group with an Intelligence
tuotient of 120 to 132; 75 per cent of the students had
Intelligence (uotients ranging from 90 to 119; spproximately
six per cent of the students had Intelligence ‘uotients
below 90. The classifications were made on Table I after
reviewing two results of the same form of the Otis test,

one given at the beglnning of the freshmen year and one



TABLE I

INTELLIGENCE CQUOTIENTS OF SOPHCMORES

Intelligence Frequeney Percentage
tuotient of group
130 - 139 6 2.1
120 - 129 L5 16.1
110 - 119 80 28.7
100 - 109 86 30,8

90 - 99 L 15.8
80 ~ 89 10 3.6
70 - 79 1 ob
No scores 7 245

Totals 279 100.0
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given at the beginning of the sophomore year, The higher of
the two guotients was used,

The class intervals of the superior students was then
tebulated, gliving a twelve-step ranges The largest frequenecy
shown in Table II wus found in the third interval, repre~
senting approximately 17 per cent of the group studied, The
percentages of the freguencles ranged from 17 per cent down
t0 approximately two per eent of the group in the twelfth
interval,

Comparison of college schievement »ith measured

ability. Another primary fector in determining the value
of the study was the adequate identification of the under~
achievers among the superior students now classified,
Those not found to be underschievers were designated as
achievers. Overachievers were not used in the study.

Inssnmuch as gredes and equivalent grede polnts
earned at Wingate College ere used as a bhasls for detere
mining academic sucecess there, this busls wos used by the
investigator for identification of the underechiever. The
grades earned were given the following value for each
semester hour successfully completed: A - 4, B~ 3, C - 2,
and D = 1.

The point equivelents of the students' grades were
averaged and compiled. Appreoximstely one third of the group
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TABLE II

CLASS INTERVAL AND FREQUENCY OF SUPERIOR STUDENTS
ON OTIS MENTAL ABILITY TEST, GAMMA Fi

Otis IO Clags Freguenecy Percentage of
Rank Interval Superior
Group
132 12 L 1.96
131 L1 2 3e92
130 10 3 5.88
129 2 7 13.73
128 8 3 5008
127 - L s
126 7 3 5408
125 6 3 5,88
12h 5 5 9.80
123 L 2 Je92
122 3 9 17.65
121 2 7 13.73
120 1 6 11.77
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averaged 3 points or above Tor each hour of work; 27 per
cent of the students averages 2.5 to 3 points; and 39 per
cent of the students aversged below 2.5 points, These
figures are found on Table III.

Intelligence “uotients and grade point averages were
arranged in a scatter diegram to determine which of the
students in the superior group could be classified as
achievers and which classified as underachievers, according
to thelr measured ability. The arrangement on this dlagram
is shown on Table IV, page 28. For purposes of comparison,
20 of the students classified as underachievers were selected
and 20 of the whole group classified as achievers were
selected,

The Intelligence Quotients of both achievers and
underechicvers were renked and the frequenciss examined.

It wes noted that in Table V, page 29, that there was a
larger percentage of students among the underachievers in
the higher range of Intelligence Cuotients. This would

seem to indicate either (1) thet there was a latent
potentlal within these students which the educational instie
tution had not been able to develop, or (2) that there

were many other factors involved in the development of an
individual student which should be given value equivalent

to that of scademie achievement. Whether the reasons are



TABLE 11X

GRADE POINT AVERAGES OF SUPERICR OTUDENTS

Point average Frequeney Percentage
on scademle
—ubjects
3 or above 17 3343
2¢5 = 3 14 27 ols
Helow 2.5 20 393

Totals 51 10040




TABLE IV
SCATTER DIAGRAM FOR SELECTION OF STUDENTS FOR STUDY

Intelligence

B oot ents
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TABLE V

COMPARISON OF INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF
UNDFRACHIEVERS AND ACHIEVERS

Intelligence Frequenecy Frequeney
Quotient Underachievers Aghievers
Otis

132 1
131
130
129
128
127
126
125
124
123
122 2
121 3
120 2

NOw W ]

N = ow )
L T S WO N
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within the framework of the educational processes or whether
they are largely within the attitudes governing each individe
ual student is & question whieh could and perhaps should be
explored by all instituticns of higher leasrning.

Porcentiles on psyehologieal test. In pursuit of
further indications of ebility, the investigator wes led to
examine the percentile ranks on the /‘merican Council on
Edueation Psychological Test for College Freshmen., 4As a
part of the testing program directed during the orilentation
of rirsteyear ctudents by the guldance personnel of "ingate
College, this test was glven in an effort to determine
college ability. These scores, &s well as other test scores,
were tabulated by the persons respoasible for guidance at
Vingate Collepge, and they were distributed to all faculty
members.

On Table VI, the scores of the twenty underachievers
in the group of superior students were seasled according to
percentile rank snd compared with the scores of the twenty
students clossified as schieverss It was found that 30 per
cent of the underachievers fell below the fiftieth percentile
rank on the psychologieal test, while only 20 per cent of the
achievers fell below this ranke Tifty per cent of the
underachievers ranged from the fiftieth to the seventy-fifth
percentile, while only 25 per cent of the achievers fell in



TABLE VI

PERCENTILE RANKS OF UNDERACHIEVERS AND ACHIEVERS
ON AMERICAN COUNCIL ON EDUCATION PSYCHOLOGICAL
TEST FOR COLLEGE FRUSHMEN

Percentile Frequency Freqguency

Rank Underachievers sAchievers

95 = 99 1l L

90 = 94 1 2

85 - 89 1

80 ~ 84 | 1

75 = 79 - 2

70 = 74 2 2

65 = 69 1 1

60 = 64 N 1

55 - 59 2

50 = 54 1 T

L5 = L9 3 1

4LO - LA 2

35 = 39 1 -

30 - 34 e

25 - 29 T o
Below 25 1 1
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this catagory, In the range from the seventy-fifth percent-
ile to the ninety-ninth percentile, only 20 per cent of the
underachievers were recorded, but 50 per cent of the
achievers fell in this range. It should be noted at this
time that one of the students classified as an achiever was
not given this test for reasons unknown to the investigator.

Inasmuch as this test was designed to measure college
ability, it was of interest to the investigator that the
highest percentile rank contained a student clessified as
an underachiever, This would seem t0 indicate that mere
mental aptitude for college study does not necessarily mean
that it will follow that the student will achieve college

SuUCCess e

Percentile ranks on personality test., Proceding on

the essumption that many more factors other than academiec
status through grades earned have a direct bearing upon an
individual student's achlevement or underachievement, the
iavestigator explored further into the various guldance
methods used by Wingate College in this erea of student
potential, In order to help students to understand them=-
selves in their relation to society, the Califorpia Test
of Personality, Form AA was glven to students entering
Wingate College, This test and others glven during the

orientation progrum of Wingate College were desizned to
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help both faculty and students in recognizing sny lack of
ad justment, academically or sococially.

The percentile ranks on the Califorania Test of
Personality of the twenty underachievers in the study were
recorded and a cowparison of thelr ranks was made with the
percentiie renks of the twenty achlevers. It was interesting
to note on Teble VIT that the same percentage of achlevers
fell below the fiftleth percentile as did underachievers.
rpove the fiftieth percentile, there was only one more student
in the group of achliovers than in the group of underachievers.
However, tnere were twlice as many achlevers as underachievers
who ranked hiszher then the ninety~fifth percentile., feven
of the students, four of whom were classified as under-
aghievers and Lhree of whom were classified ss achlevers,
had not been glven the test dus to late sntrance or transfer
from another school.

The records of the students renking in the twentieth
percentile were studied for possible detection of emotional
malad justment, Nelther showed a record of physical or
emotional disturbances., The student classified &s an
underachiever wos admired by his fellows and was sctive in
the athletic program, He apparently came from a healthy
houe sltuation with adventages superior to most eof his

fellow students. He was well reed apd wrote creatively,



TABLE VII

PERCENTILE RANKS ON CALIFORNIA TEST OF PERSONALITY

Percentile Frequency Frequency
Rank Underachievers Achievers

929 e 1

98 - 1

95 2 2

90 2 1

80 2 3

70 3 2

60 3 1

50 1 3

40 2 1

30 I 1

20 1 1

Not tested L 3
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An unusual power of concentration caused him to appear aloof
to some of his peers aslthough he was well liked by those who
knew hims The student classified as an achiever was only
moderately setive in student ectivities, was a harde-working
student, and was moderately well liked by his peers,

The findings of the investigator in examination of
personality traits of the underachievers as compared with
those of the achievers would seem to indlcate that individ-
ual differences vary in degrees not necessarily related to
suceess in academie work. The tests have been valuable,
however, in enabling e more comprehensive study of the
individusl student.

Indlostions on interest lnventory. Often a student

does not have a keen interest in achieving on an academic
level, while he may have a d efinite interest iz the arts or
other fields., In order to help him decide Jjust where his
‘interests are concentreted and how he ean best develop them,
an interest inventory 1s freguently recommended,

At Wingate College, in the group meetings which the
students had with their advisors each week during the year,
the Kuder Preference Record, Vocational, was administered.
It was recommended thet each student make his owa profile
of the test scores under supervision. Then that profile

was interpreted to him either in the group meeting or in



36
private conference., 7This has been most helpful in plotting
courses of study both at Wingate College and for further
gtudy at a senior college, In some cases it was helpful in
explaining to & student that he should not pursue a line of
study unsuited to his preferential interest if other criterias
for such interpretation showed unsultabllity. Caution was
taken to guide the student into & suitable cholce of his own
seleetion,

Table VIII shows a break-down of the interest oreas,
both high and low, of the two groups of superior students.

Of the underachievers, more showed high interest in the

areas of the secientific, musical, and soclal service than

did the achlevers., Of the achlevers, more students showed
high interest in the areas of the outdoors, mechaniecal,
computational, artistie, literary, and clerical, TFor
reagons unknown to0 the investigator six of the underachievers
end flve of the achievers were not given the Kuder Preference
Record, Vocational,

The interests of the students here recorded do not
give any substantisl conelusion as to the relation of the
interests of the underachievers to their failure to so
aghleve in their academic work at Wingate Colleze. The
recorded interests do indicate that perhaps mere diligent

guidance of students classified as underachievers could



TABLE VIII

INTEREST PREFERENCES OF ACHIEVERS AND UNDERACHIEVERS

Interest Frequeney Frequeney
Preferences Underachlevers Achievers
High Low High Low

Outdoor ””“;“"”"";”_"w“"“' L 1“
Mechanical 2 3 8 1
Computational 1 2 L L
Selentific 5 1 I 1
Persuasive 6 2 L 6
Artistie 5 2 7 2
Literary 3 L L 6
Musical L Vi _ 5
Soeial Service 6 3 L 2

Clerical L 1 3
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have been given by those responsible. The faet that 25 per
cent of the underachievers showed a definite interest in the
field of science would indicate that perhaps they had not
been challenged to explore that area of college work, or
that they had not accepted the challenge to do s0.

Somparison of messered ubility with Sequentiel Tests
of Zdusational I'rogress. For purposes of eveluating the
teaching program as well as to ascertain how boys and girls
at Wingate College compare with students over the nation,
the Sequential Tests of Eduecational Progress were given
during the second semester of the sophomore year. The scores
on these tests were computed and the local students ranked
on each separate test., HNational norms were uged for com=
parison with students nationally, but renk wes scaled locally,.

The scores of the studenis eclassified as achievers
ranked slightly higher on the whele than the students
clagsiflied as underachievers, However, examination of Tables
I¥ and X, pages 39 and 40 respectively, reveals an average
rank of the underachievers to be 48, thelr average grade
point to be 2,1, and thelr average Intelligence uotient
to be 126 the average rank of the achievers was 37 with
a grade point average of 3,2 and an average Intelligence
Juotient of 125. This would seem to indieate that thelr
performance on the whole on this national college ability



TABLE IX
COMPARISON OF SEQUENTIAL TESTS OF EDUCATIONAL
PROGRESS RANKS WITH GRADE POINT AVERAGES AND
INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF UNDERACHIEVERS

Student Local Rank Grade Point Intelligence

Code STEP Average Quotient
B‘7 3 1-5 129
=2 6 2.6 130
Mel, 9 3 129
L-3 10 2.4 129
Wel 15 2edy 130
3'3 2305 109 130
S=1 29 1.8 128
B=8 30 2.6 126
R=2 40.5 2 122
D-1 L3 Rely 126
W= Lie5 2.7 128
B=6 50 2 124
F<l 54.5 1.6 131
D=2 59 1.5 121
G=2 63.5 1.9 121
L—2 90 . 5 2 @ 2 126
B-1 104 1.3 122
L-1 115.5 2.3 125
=3 126.5 2.1 121
H=2 No scores 2 124

Averages L8 2.1 126
m



TABLE X
COMPARISON OF SEQUENTIAL TESTS CF EDUCATIONAL
PROGRESS RANKS WITH GRADE POINT AVERAGES AND
INTELLIGENCE QUOTIENTS OF ACHIEVERS

Student Loeal Rank Grade Point Intelligence

Code STEP Average Guotient
T=1 1 3e2 129
C=1 L 3¢5 129
Fe=l 5 3 124
A=2 8 3.6 125
W=3 15 2.9 122
Hel 20 3.8 122
F=3 22 3e2 122
S=2 2345 207 124
W=l 3645 2.9 124
Bewb L8 2.9 125
B=4 S5he5 3.3 123
T=2 59 3l 122
Bep 90,5 2.9 120
B=9 107 3 120
R=1 122 3e2 122
G-1 No scores 3¢5 129
el o scores 3.2 125
Averages 37 3.2 125




%
test is in line with their achievement at Wingate Collsge.
However, on an individual besis, the performances varied

considerably.
II, METHODS USED TO DETERMINE CAUSES

The methods used by Wingate College in determining
causes of underaschlevement among superior students were
gimilar to the methods used for ildentification of under-
achievers among all students et Wingate, and they were
varied, Small group conferences, individuel conferences,
group and individual testing situations, the use of socio~-
metric devices and the gathering of personal information
through records, dormitory counselors, close friends and
other reliable parties all helped to bring the administra-
tion into close contact with the students ané enabled them
to determine in most cases the cause or causes of under~
achievement, A large part of the responsibility for compil-
ing and interpreting these data was handled through the

personnel and guidance office.

Group gonferences. There were several opportunities
for group guidance on the campus of Wingate College. The
orientation program for freshmen the week before registra-
tion in the fall provided an ideal time for compiling

necessary information for the students' files. It was
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during this week that the testing program was carried out.
The results were compiled and any noctations meriting comment
were made for feculty consideration. All faculty members
were glven a report on the scores made on placement tests.

41l students were placed in advisory groups headed
by the various members of the faculty. It wes in these
advisory groups that study hablts, social acceptance,
personality, vocational and educational guldance was studled
and discussed., In these group situations many students were
more willing to tslk out their problems than they were in
individual situations, Often, too, the advisor recognized
a student's need of individual counseling resulting from
these meetings.

All teachers, but more particularly those of lnglish,
soclology and psycholosy, utilized every opportunity in
class assigmments and dlscusgions to add to their knowledge
and understanding of the individual students. The auto=-
biographies and the themes handed to the English teacher
were revealing., The additional tests and discussions of
personality and inter-personal relations afforded inszight
for the psycholopgy teacher. The concept of social structure
displayed to the teacher of sociology and related subjects
disclosed attitudes necessery to the understunding of the

students,
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Individual conferences. As previously steted, there
usually arose from the group conferences indicetions of the
need for individual conferences with students by the advisor,
teacher or guidance counselor, These indlividual conferences
were most often initiated by the students themselves, but in
some cases, the students had to be prodded along by either

their advisors or some other interested persons.

Conferences with advisors. Advisors on their toes
and keenly interested in the students entrusted to their

guidance were gulck to recognize a peculiar problem and
make an effort to have the students want to come to him for
guidance toward a possible solution., Appointments were
mede and held as often as it was necessary. lNost of these

problems related to courses of study.

Confercnces with teachers. Some of these problems
related directly to the classroom situation; thus, the

advisor either directed the student to arrange for & con=-
ferenve with his teacher concerned or the student, on his
own initiative, made the contact. ¥Freqguently, the teacher,
who also was cognizant of the faet that all was not well
with the student in the classroom situation, made the
initial wmove to set up individual conferences. The most
frequent of these concerned progress in the subject to be

covered &nd others referred to a course of study in that
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teacher's field, In some cuses, students who senzed a wam
responsive attitude of 2 particular teacher went to that
teacher with problems of a personal nature as well, The
administration of Wingate Colleze has always encouraged this
warm relationshlip between faculty snd students.

Copferences with director of personnel and guidsnce.

Personnel records of students were compiled in the office of
the Director of Student Affairs who directs the guldance

and counseling services at Wingate College. These records
were collected throuzh the group and individual conferences
and turned in to this office by tecchers and advisors. In
addition, the records included test scores and other data
collected during orientation week for freshmen,

The counselor was a referral source for teachers end
advisors for students needing such counsel. lHowever, the
students were encouraged to availl themselves of this service
freely, and they frequently did, Academie, social or
emotional problems were handled on an individual basis by
the counselor.

Pericdically the faculty as a group was intormed of
scores on group testing, case studies that had been made in
individual cases, and other matters in the interest of the
entire college as well as the individual student, There

was active partieipation on the part of many faculty members
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in clarifying an issue or volunteering information helpful to
the counselor in handling individual problems.

Additionel testing on an individual besis. "hen it
was advisable, the counselor administered individual tests

to help him give the student insight into his problems The
nature of the test was determined by the nature of the
problem involvcd. but always the emphasis was on helping the
student understand himself,

In the instance of the superior student who was an
und erachiever, the counselor explored his record for positive
and negative factors pertaining to educational, emotional,
and socizl background and attitudes, Sometimes he was
successful in helping the student if the student was sincere
in wanting help. In other cases, he was not so successful
due to a multiplicity of factors. In some extreme cases,
students were referred for professional treatment upon

conferences with the parents.

Soclometric devices snd projective technigues. The

sociometric devices and projective technicues used by the
teachers, advisors and counselor divulged information whiech
helped those responsible for the welfare of the student to
bring about & happier relationship with the introvertive or
non-acceptable personality from a soclal stendpoint, Extreme

disconfort felt by the students who were left out of the
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ma jor portion of the colleze life outside the classroom
frecuently was the bagis for undercchievement in academie
work, The sociogram in varying form was probably the most
widely used of the devlices other than creative writing on
problem situatlions in the classroom.

Ixtremes of emotlonal difficulty have been recognized
through the projective techniques used by teachers, such as
drawings and themes. Those used by the counselor in the
more difficult ceses were given according to the need and

at the discretion of the counselor,

Information collected from other reliable sourcese.

The scademic records of the superior students who were
underachlevers were examined to try to ascertain at what
point disinterest in achievement began, or 1f it had been
econstants The personal information found in the folders
was examined for the purpose of finding edditional clues,
if any, to the difficulty. Uone of a general nature common
to a number of them were found, leading the investigator

to feel that each individual case would have to be studied
as a case history before any real progress could be made,
The guidance personnel, after consultation with the students
to determine attitudes, obtained other possible information

through conta:t with dormitory counselors, conversation with
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close friends or roommates involved. In the best interest
of the students, this informetion was handled cauticusly to
be certain that it was reliable.

III. SUCCESS OF METHODS USED

Amprovement shown between freshmen znd sophomore years.
Jdeally, Wingate College would like to be able to say that

all students who have passed through that institution of
higher learning have been challenged sufficiently to achieve
at the level of their ability. This has not been the case.
Due to & multiplicity of factors, grestest of which is the
student's own attitude and cooperation, some of them have
not been reached,

Table XI shows that of the twenty superior students
claszsified as underachievers, only 4O per cent of them
showed any improvement in the sophomore year over the
freshman year in grede point average. No chanpge was shown
in the grade point average of 5 per cent of the group, while
a lower srade point average wes shown by 55 per cent of the
groupe Of the twenty students classified as achievers,

50 per cent of them showed an improvement in the sophomore
year over thet of the freshman year, 25 per cent remained

the seme, &nd 25 per cent dropped in thelir grade point

averagee



TABLE XI

IMPROVEMENT SHOWN BETWEEN FRESHMAN AND
SOPHCMCRE YEARS IN CRADE AVERAGES

Grade point Underachievers Achievers
average

No. Percentage No. Percentage

Higher 8 40 10 50

No echange 1 5 5 25

Lower 11 55 5 25
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CHAPTER IV
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS AND RECO!MENDATIONS

Sumnary. The combined data essembled in the study
by the investigator revealed that there hes been ldentifi-
cation of underachievers at Wingate College, who have been
recognized and dlagnosed &s such through the guidance pro=-
gram; and that those underachlievers heve been counseled in
an effort to help them reach thelir petentisls. Fowever,
there has been slde varlaticnwin the employment of ihe
various counseling services offered by Wingete College o
the students by those responsible for trelr guidance.

Exeminaticn of the records of the 279 regulay, or
full-time, sophomore stufents in the study reveeled fifty-
one of the students to be aubariar, based on Intelllgence
uotlents of 120 or more found on the Otls Juick~locoring
Mentel /bility Test, Gamme FM, A seatter diagram of these
Intelligence Juotients and the grade noint averages
revealed twenty of the superior students to be underachiecvers;
the rﬁnainﬂar or the students were consldered achievers.
Overachlevers were not considered in the study,

The twenty underachievers were compared with twenty

of the schievers in Intelligence Quotient, scores on the
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achievement tests, grade point averages, other test percene-
tile ranks and personal information gathered from the flles
of the individual students,

In this study, it was revealed that LO per cent of
the atudents classified as underachievers were encouraged
sufficicntly through the guldance program to raise thelr
grade point average in the sophomore year over that of the
freshman year., No improvement was made by 5 per cent of
the students, Fifty-rive per cent of the students actually
achieved on a level in the sophomore year lower than that

of the freshman year,

Conelusions. Conclusions drawn in this study cannot
be absolute, due to the limitations. However, there are
coertain points which should be considered,

The faet that LO per cent of the students classified
as underachievers in the study were encouraged sufficlently
to raise their grade point average in the sophomore year
over that of the freshman year indicates that the guldance
methods employed in this area were moderately suceessful,
The extent to which they were successful will probably never
be fully known unless further study of them can be made in
a follow-up of success in further academic work,

The fact that 5 per cent of the underachievers made

no improvement at all and 55 per cent of them asctually
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achieved on & level in the sophomore year lower than that of
the freshmen year indicates that more judieiocus use of
present guidance methods neceds to be emphasized, and perhaps

additional services should be instituted,

Recommendations. It should bs emphasized that in
dealing with the complexities of humen personality, there

is no pansces for the ills of omumission or commission in
edugational gulidance, particularly guidance of the under-
achiever. The success or failure of the student depends,
in the finel analysis, upon him, IlHowever, if, along the
way, proponents of Christien prineciples in education can
help him improve his concept of his own personal worth in
relation to God und his fellowmen, the outstanding purpose
of Christian higher educetion will have been accomplished.

Bearing this philosophy ia mind, the investigater
would make the following recommendations for the improvement
of the use of guidance methods in attempting to diagnose
and correct underachievement among superior students at
Wingate College:

1. A study committee composed of five carefully
selected members of the faculty end administration should
be designsted for the purposes of

a) formulating an adegquate and workable philosophy

of the guidance program in terms of under-
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achievement among superior students,
b) interpreting that philosophy to the faculty in
order to insure fullest cooperation,
¢) eveluating the tools and techniques tobs used
in the guidance of the underachievers, and
d) making recommendations as the need arises.

2. A study should be made of the freshman students by
the guldance department at the end of ths first guarter of
work to dédtermine which of the students c¢an be considered
supcriorAand which of the superior students can be classifled
as underachievers,

3. These students should then be re-zssigned to
advisors especially interested and qualifled, who would
make case studies for dlagnostie purposes, utilizing
personal data questionnaires, autobiographies, personal
inventories, personal interviews and any tool or technigue
available.

Le These special advisors should work elosely with
the director of guidance services for the college in
individuql conferences with these underachlevers smong the
superior students for the purpose of determining causes of
the underachievement and proposing a possible plan for its
correction.

5« At the end of the school year, preferably at the
final faculty meeting, an eveluaticn of the comuittee's



53
work should be presented by the counselor or & member of the

committee for discussion and proposals for the future.
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